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Veterinary Services
Reorganization of Infrastructure 2014



Veterinary Services

Complete Redesign of 
Website for APHIS

Work in 
progress



Veterinary Services

 Importation 
 Includes certain organisms and vectors
 Risk determination – mitigation
 Disease Status of Country of Origin

 Exportation
 Animals and animal products
 Country of Destination Determined
 International Regulations – IREGS by country on web

 Interstate movement
 Certain agents have restrictions



Veterinary Services

 Importation and Interstate movement
Import permits issued by National Center for Import-Export 
(located in Riverdale, Maryland – DC suburb)

 Exportation
Export Certification endorsed by local office (National 
Import-Export Services (District Service Center and/or 
branch office of Service Center)



Authorities (laws/regulations)

 Animal Health Protection Act 2002
 Broad authority for interstate and importation of animals and articles

 Virus-Serum-Toxin Act
 Importation permits, inspections and licenses for viruses, serums, toxins and 

products
 Title 9 Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 93, 94, 95

 Codified importation of certain animals and animal materials

 Title 9 Code of Federal Regulations Part 122
 Codified importation and interstate permit requirements of organisms and vectors 

or derivatives which may introduce or disseminate disease of animals



Importation and Interstate 
transfer

 VS permit is required for interstate transfer and 
importation of organisms or their derivatives 
which may introduce or disseminate any 
contagious or infectious disease of animals 
(including poultry). 



Importation and Interstate transfer

VS permit is required for interstate transfer and 
importation of specimens inoculated with or known 
to be infected with known infectious organisms of 
livestock and poultry. 

Includes mice, pigeons, guinea pigs, rats, ferrets, rabbits, 
chickens, dogs, etc. which have been infected or inoculated 
with infectious organisms of livestock or poultry (VECTORS).



Permit Issuance
 Permit approval is risk based and depends on:
 Agent involved
 Proposed use
○ In vitro at a lower BSL (bio-safety level) 

might be appropriate.
○ In vivo in susceptible species may require 

higher BSL or additional enhancements.



Review Process for Permit

• Case by case requests
• Documentation needed
• Similar process for Select Agents and Non-Select agents
• Biosafety facility inspection may be needed 
• prior to permit  -
• Select Agent Inspection

• User Fee cost associated with application



ePermits

 Web-based system
 Apply for permits on-line, check status, 

distributed electronically
 View permits on-line
 eAuthentication
 User Fee



















Restrictions and precautions for 
transporting and handling materials

 Certification requirements
 In-vitro and in-vivo work (BSL and Animal BSL)
 Specific building and room numbers
 Movement restrictions
 Other agent specific restrictions



Permit Compliance

 Inspections to verify Permitee following 
Restrictions and Precautions for 
transporting and handling  materials and 
all derivatives.



Permit Compliance
 Compliance Inspection Checklist

 Permit number  _______________

 Name of individual present during compliance check  ___________________________
 Title of individual present during compliance check  ____________________________
 How many shipments have been received this year?  ________
 Are conditions/restrictions on permit being met?  ________
 Is the permittee in compliance?   Yes  or  No  (circle response)
 If no, explain deficiencies or discrepancies  ___________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________ ____________________________ 
 Signature of inspector Date of inspection
 __________________________________ ____________________________
 Printed name of inspector Title of Inspector 

 Please fax or mail this completed form to: 
 Organisms and Vectors Staff
 USDA, APHIS, VS, NCIE, TTST
 4700 River Road
 Unit 2, Mail Stop 22, Cub 1A07
 Riverdale, MD 20737
 Fax: (301) 734-3652



Contact
 National Center for Import and Export

 Call Center: 301-851-3300
 Select Agents, Organisms and Vectors:

Fax: 301-734-3652
AgSAS@aphis.usda.gov

OV@aphis.usda.gov

 Nebraska Service Center (sub-section of District 5 
Service Center)

 402-434-2300
 vspsne@aphis.usda.gov



Exportation
Export Certification endorsed by local office 

(National Import-Export Services - District Service 
Center and/or branch office of Service Center)

Nebraska Lincoln Office  - 402-434-2300
vspsne@aphis.usda.gov

 Animals and animal products –
- agents could be subject to State Department rules -

 Country of Destination Determined
- Research materials may have special conditions

 International Regulations – IREGS by country published 
on web









Website for APHIS

 http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/home


