IACUC Inspections:

 Points of interest

Emergency, weekend and Holiday care:

1. Emergency contacts or “call-down” list available and accessible.

2. Adequate staffing on weekends and holidays.

3. Monitoring of backup systems, such as emergency generators, ventilation and lighting.

4. Adequate veterinary care and health records.

5. Emergency or disaster plans available and staff training documented.

Animal Identification:

1. Cage or pen cards containing animal identification, number of animals, study or protocol numbers, and contact information.

2. Proper ear tags, tattoos or ear notching system.

3. Appropriate and accessible clinical health records.

Animal Care and Housing:

1. Animals housed separately, by species.

2. Animals separated by disease or health status.

3. Unimpeded access to food and water, unless approved in protocol.

4. Veterinary visit log available.

5. Feeding schedules and procedures documented daily.

6. Temperature and humidity recorded in a daily log.

7. Cages and pens appropriate size according to “the Guide” and meet the physiological, behavioral, and social needs of the animal.

8. Cage sanitation routinely accomplished and logged.

9. Safety and security of the building is demonstrated.

10. Outdoor facilities shall have adequate weather protection, restraint areas, ventilation and sanitation. 

11. Protocols are on site and first page is posted on animal room door or in office area.

12. “Whistleblower” policy poster is posted in prominent area throughout facility.

Storage Areas:

1. Animal food and bedding should be stacked on pallets and at least 3 - 6 inches away from back and side walls to maintain vermin control.

2. Feed utilized before expiration date or within recommended time after milling date.

3. Open bags of animal feed should be stored in a waterproof container with a tight fitting lid.

4. Drugs and biologicals are properly stored and fall within “Use by” or “Expiration Date”.

5. Refrigerators for storing animal drugs should not be used for human or animal food.  Animal and human food should be stored separately.

6. Animal care products and other chemical such as cleaners and pesticides should be stored in separate areas.

7. Controlled substances are secured in a double lock box and records of purchase and specific animal use are maintained.

8. Mixed, reconstituted or re-bottled products are labeled with full name, mix date and expiration date.

9. Sharps containers are available, properly maintained and adequately disposed of.

10. Syringes and needles are not laying out, uncapped.

11. Hazardous material is properly handled and adequately disposed of and documented as such.

12. Animal carcasses and tissues properly stored for necropsy and/or properly disposed of in accordance with protocol or departmental procedures.

13. Cleaning equipment (mops, brooms, etc.) are hung up and not touching floor.

Personnel:

1. Offices, locker rooms and break-rooms clean, neat and tidy.

2. Animal areas separate from personnel areas.

3. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE – gloves, gowns, respirators, masks, etc.) available and used when appropriate.

4. Personnel training documentation available.

Facilities and Equipment:

1. Corridors clean and uncluttered.

2. Doors and windows close properly and can be secured.

3. Floors solid, sealed and washable.

4. Pens and floors well drained and comfortable.

5. Walls and ceiling sealed with paint and clean.

6. Proper air exchange as per recommended by “the Guide” for species and holding facilities.

7. Proper lighting and light maintenance.

8. Vermin control program in place and documented.

9. Regular water testing and quality control measures documented.

10. Anesthesia machines have been tested, calibrated and documented on machine.

