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 Kristen Ohnoutka  
for being a pleasure to work with. She 

is always upbeat and easygoing.  
I really enjoy any time I get to interact 

with her. 
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Dori Johnson  
for her can-do attitude in transitioning 
into her new role as Prem’s executive 

assistant.  She’s hit the ground running 
and has embraced some of the very 
time-intensive projects as she learns 

the ropes at UNL.   
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Carrie Wiese & Ashton Waite  
for taking the lead  

on the development  
of this year’s NIH COBRE application 
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Ann Selzer & Lorraine Moon  
have excelled in keeping the Nebraska 
Center for Energy Science Research on 
track and performing like a precision 

machine. They are terrific team 
players! 
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Holly Reiling, Kathy 
Pinkerton, Jan Wassenberg  
for making my onboarding a pleasant 

experience and patiently answering my 
questions and providing gentle guidance 
when needed. Thanks a bunch for all you 
do to make the program run efficiently. 
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all in 301 and 303 Canfield for the 
major office reorganization…Mari 
Greer, Peg Filliez, Becky 

Zavala, Kristin Ohnoutka and 
Maureen Moseman have been 
very patient with this entire process. 
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Carrie Wiese  
for her patience and diligence in 

organizing the Red Team Review of the 
COBRE for Friday, January 25 
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Vicky Samek, Sara Fendrick, 
Megan Ebbers 

for providing expert animal care and facility 
management during the renovation of the 
Life Sciences Annex. Lost operating space, 

increased physical workload, flooding 
caused by construction, and a new HVAC 

system did not deter the staff from 
maintaining high standards for animal care 

and well-being. 
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Suzan Lund 
for putting together a terrific  

Pre-award retreat and building a 
strong team 
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Kathy Pinkerton 
for her untiring coordination of protocol 

submission and review, semi-annual 
IACUC animal care program review, and 

animal facilities inspections 
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Kathy Anderson 
for always being so friendly and 

reaching out 
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Elijah Luebbe 
for joining the OSP team and jumping 

right in during our pre-award 
retreat.  It seems like you’ve been a 

member of the team for ages, and it’s 
less than a month!  Welcome! 
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Trudy Nienaber 
for cheerfully answering my hundreds 

of questions, no matter how inane 
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David Clausen 
for always being willing to discuss 
proposals/projects with me, and 

tactfully handling delicate situations 
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Jenn Rutt  
for making our office  
a friendly place to be 
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Kathy Pinkerton 
for bird-dogging improvements in the 
NUgrant IACUC module, post approval 

monitoring, and maintaining compliance 
with federal regulations and guidelines 
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Jan Wassenberg 
for coordinating IACUC meeting 

schedules, agendas, minutes and 
documents; assisting IACP staff with 

their myriad of activities; managing the 
IACP office; and assisting the Life 
Sciences Annex animal care staff 
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Vicki Miller  
for her outstanding leadership of 

Research Communications and her 
unflagging dedication to her team 
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Liz Banset  
for her leadership in helping to plan 

and organize, as well as lead, the pre-
award retreat.  We couldn’t have done 

it without you! 
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Kathy Pinkerton 
for her excellent educational efforts in 

general regulations training, rodent 
handling and procedures workshops, and 

monthly animal care staff seminars  
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Mardi Bonner  
for offering a friendly good morning 
every morning from her new cube at 

the entrance to Alex West 
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Gene Hogan 
who, on two distinct occasions, was 

not only extremely essential to helping 
get the proposal submitted  

in the eleventh hour, but also was able 
to remain unbelievably calm through 

the storm.   
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Mike Zeleny 
for his eagerness to assist with 

the filing project 
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Kate Carlin  
for quickly becoming an expert on 
several NSF director pre-proposal 

requirements.  Your help and support 
for the rest of the team is appreciated! 
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Nathan Meier 
for his guidance and assistance with 

the preparations for the India trip 
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All of the animal care staff 
who worked over the holiday break to 

take care of research animals and 
important research projects 
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Jeff Murman 
is starring in his role in the OSP office 

and the legal team, specifically. He has 
stepped in and quickly learned his 
position and taken on increasing 
responsibility.  He also earns high 

marks in the comedy department for 
the levity he brings on a daily basis.   
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Maria Funk 
is a great supporting individual to the 

OSP office.  She is so friendly, 
personable and thorough. In a role 

that can be less than glamorous, Maria 
shines through because she is all 

action and no drama.  
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Jenn Rutt 
for carrying a heavy proposal load 

while we searched for a new pre-award 
team member 
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Mari Greer 
for her patience and support in training 

the new girl (Dori) 
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Karen Underwood  
for her incredible planning skills.  She 
helped make the pre-award retreat a 

success! 
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Tisha Mullen, Ashton Waite 
& Jess Bowen  

for planning and leading information 
sessions on the changes to NSF’s 

proposal submission requirements 
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Gene Hogan  
for always bringing a bit of humor to 

the party, especially during the 
stressful times. It helps  

to lighten the load. 
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Jenn Fitchett  
for her consistently excellent support 
of her faculty and the team.  And for 
her hot air necessary for one of the 

pre-award retreat activities! 
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Vicky Samek, Sara Fendrick, 
Megan Ebbers 

for providing compassionate care 365 
days a year for the research animals at 
the LScA.  You often need to overcome 

obstacles that would make most people 
quit, but you do it all with a smile and 
great attitude.  Thanks for all you do.  
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Donna Geviss  
for her continued efforts to keep 

information flowing to our liaisons 
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Tim Savage & the RIS Team 
for all the work they do to respond to 
the enormous number of requests for 
more, more, more from NUgrant – a 

sign of a system that has become 
integral to our ORED enterprise! 
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