UNL and UNMC

Bioengineering for Human Health
Fiscal Year 2013 Request for Applications
APPLICATION DEADLINE

Applications must be submitted electronically by 4:00 p.m. on January 31, 2013 (see below). Applications submitted after the deadline will be returned to the applicant without review.
INTRODUCTION

Multi-disciplinary collaboration is critical to further develop research in the area of bioengineering for human health. The diverse talents and mutual research interests of faculty at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) and University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) provide an excellent opportunity for collaboration in this area. To foster identification of overlapping research ideas and catalyze their development into collaborative projects, UNL and UNMC sponsored a joint day-long retreat at Quarry Oaks in August 2012. This request for internal grant applications is designed to seed the inter-institutional collaborations emerging from the retreat, build interdisciplinary research teams, and enhance competitiveness for NIH funding.

PROGRAM GOALS

The overall goal of this program is to initiate and enhance the competitiveness of inter-institutional research collaborations in the area of bioengineering for human health. Bioengineering is defined as the application of concepts and methods of biology (including physics, chemistry, mathematics, and computer science) to solve challenges associated with human health in a cost-effective and practical manner. Examples include, but are not limited to, the design of medical devices, diagnostic equipment, biocompatible materials, biomedical sensing, and imaging. Applications focused on computational biology or genetic engineering will not be accepted for review.
ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

Any full-time, tenure-track UNL or UNMC faculty member is eligible to submit an application. Faculty from any college at UNL and any college at UNMC are eligible to apply. Lead principal investigators (PIs) cannot have previously received awards as lead PIs from this funding mechanism and lead PIs cannot submit an application for a Nebraska Research Initiative (NRI) faculty research award in the same fiscal year. Co-PIs may be past recipients of funding from this mechanism as a lead PI or as a Co-PI.
FUNDING MECHANISMS

Grants will be funded jointly by the Vice Chancellors for Research from each institution. 

Awards of up to $50,000 per year for no more than two years will be made.

Recipients will be notified in April, 2013. Awards are expected to be made by June, 2013.

Prior to the end of the first year of funding, the PI must: 1) submit an annual report of progress and accomplishments and 2) participate in a meeting with research administrators from UNL and UNMC to discuss progress during year one and plans for submitting applications for extramural funding. After this meeting, the Vice Chancellors for Research at UNL and UNMC will determine whether to release funds for year two or to terminate the project.
FUNDING LIMITATIONS

Funds may be used for supplies and technical support (technicians, postdoctoral fellows, graduate students). Funds may not be used for any of the following purposes:
· To replace current funding
· Faculty salaries 
· Travel

· Equipment
· Remodeling, renovation, or construction
Recruitment start-up or retention packages

SELECTION CRITERIA

Scientific merit will be the main selection criterion. Applications must specifically address the following:
· One PI or Co-PI from each institution is required. Evidence of strong collaboration between UNL and UNMC researchers is a priority. Applications must describe the specific contribution (roles and responsibilities) of the partners at each institution. 
· A clear relationship of the proposed research project to one or more NIH program priorities is expected.
A high potential for generating new NIH funding is expected. Investigators currently funded by NIH will not be at a competitive disadvantage for funding from this program; however, applications must be for new projects aimed at obtaining new NIH funding and not a continuation of existing work.

REVIEW PROCESS

All proposals will be reviewed and evaluated by a committee. Applicants may be invited to discuss their proposed research project with research administrators from UNL and UNMC prior to final award decisions. Final funding decisions will be made by the Vice Chancellors for Research at UNL and UNMC.
APPLICATION PREPARATION INSTRUCTIONS

Electronic submission of proposals in PDF format is required. Applicants MUST use the application template available at: http://research.unl.edu/stories/story.php?ID=1712
Pages must have a minimum of 1” margins on all sides, and text must be 11 point or larger type. Applications that do not adhere to page length and other formatting requirements will not be reviewed. Electronic submission must be received by 4:00 p.m. on January 31, 2013. Applications received after the deadline will be returned to the applicant without review.

Applications for Bioengineering for Human Health funds must include the following and must be assembled in the following order. Refer to the application instructions (http://research.unl.edu/stories/story.php?ID=1712) for forms and more information:
1) A cover sheet (form in the application instructions). 
2) A 250-word abstract in non-technical terms.
3) A three-page project description including the following elements: 

· Introduction & Specific Aims
· Research Plan: 
· Background and Significance
· Preliminary Results
· Research Design and Methods 

· Timeline for submission of NIH application, including identification of targeted programs/RFAs.
4) References or literature citations are not included in the three-page limit to the project description and may be listed on one additional page.
5) List of project key personnel (form provided in the application instructions)

6) An NIH-style biographical sketch for each investigator. Limit of two pages/person.
7) List of the current and pending extramural grants for all investigators (form provided in the applications instructions).
8) A one page budget (form provided in the application instructions) and one page budget justification.
SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Applications must be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on January 31, 2013. Applications submitted after the deadline will be returned to the applicant without review.
Applications must be submitted electronically to the institution of the project lead PI:

UNL email: UNLresearch@unl.edu 

UNMC email: deb.hawkins@unmc.edu
For additional information contact:

UNL – Office of Research & Economic Development (402) 472-2851

UNMC – Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research (402) 559-8490
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